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ABSTRACT 

This is one of a series of elementary readers written 
in Cantonese and English and designed to familiarize children with 
the traditional major Chinese festivals celebrated by the Chinese in 
America. This booklet describes the occasion for the Winter Festival 
(the beginning of winter) and follows a Chinese-American family in 
its preparation for and celebration of the season. (CLK) 
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Summer is gone. 
Autumn is here. 
The day is shorter. 
The night is longer. 
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People are afraid. 
They are really afraid. 
That one day 

there will be a long, long night; 

no more sun, and 




Then it rains, 
snows, 




The night stops getting longer. 
People are happy. 
They are really happy. 
From now on it will be sunny. 





Winter is here. 
Winter is here. 

No more need to worry about the sun. 
Let's prepare for the cold, cold season. 

Let's prepare ! 

Let's prepare ! 
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Winter is a time for preparation. 

Father is busy. 

Mother is busy. 

Everybody is busy. 
Preparing for winter is not easy. 




The house needs cleaning. 
The roof needs fixing. 

Father makes a new door. 
Brother cleans the hall. 
Mother makes blankets for us all. 




This is a time for winter food: 

Winter melons. 

Winter mushrooms. 

Dried ducks. 

Dried meats. 
They keep us warm and taste so good. 




This is a time for bowls of soup 

with dough balls and meat. 
Some like it salty. 
Some like it sweet. 
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Grandma cares. 

She prepares a dinner 

for all to share. 
Winter is here. 
Grandma cares. 
Grandma cares. 
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To me she said, 

"Remember your coats. 
Remember your boots. 
Don't get sick. 
Don't catch cold ! " 
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Winter is a time to get together. 
We are not afraid of the wind. 
We are not afraid of the snow. 
Together, 

We are warmer . , 



STRONGER ! 
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